IN treating the cases which will now be shown, I have been using salicylie acid in great strength-50 per cent. by weight in vaseline and about 12 per cent. in collodium. My idea was that, when weak preparations of the acid were used neither the pathogenetic organisms nor the surface tissues were destroyed; as a consequence, absorption, inflammation, and perhaps poisoning resulted; but, if the acid were used in great strength, the surface tissue and the contained organisms would quickly be killed, and a dead layer formed which would protect against absorption. Apparently this is what happens.
By Sir G. ARCHDALL REID, K.B.E., M.B.
(Introduced by H. G. ADAMSON, M.D., President.) IN treating the cases which will now be shown, I have been using salicylie acid in great strength-50 per cent. by weight in vaseline and about 12 per cent. in collodium. My idea was that, when weak preparations of the acid were used neither the pathogenetic organisms nor the surface tissues were destroyed; as a consequence, absorption, inflammation, and perhaps poisoning resulted; but, if the acid were used in great strength, the surface tissue and the contained organisms would quickly be killed, and a dead layer formed which would protect against absorption. Apparently this is what happens.
On healthy skin the layer of tissue destroyed by this treatment is no thicker than tissue paper. On diseased surfaces little besides the affected tissue perishes. The whole thickness of the epidermis is not destroyed, except perhaps in minute, punctiform, diseased areas. The 50 per cent. ointment may be left on for days, and in a day or two after its removal a smooth, unbroken skin is generally to be seen. I tried this ointment on myself first, and then, very cautiously, on patients. I have never had any ill results. There has never been undue pain, or much inflammation, or so much as a suggestion of poisoning. Now I use it boldly over large areas.
The following notes briefly indicate the results of treatment in certain skin diseases:
Lupus.-In the treatment of lupus by this method swift improvement results-especially in the case of lupus vulgaris. The cosmetic results are excellent. But I have never yet achieved complete cure. Of two female patients now shown, one will be seen with a scar on her nose. A fortnight ago she had an open sore and the nostril was being eroded. I have brought her to show that salicylic acid, used in strength, heals, but does not destroy. The other lady, whose condition has greatly improved, had extensive lupus erythematosus of many years' standing over one eyebrow and on a large area of scalp.
Scabies.-I had one case of this affection in which I treated the patient with the ointment, and recovery very rapidly followed.
Ringworm.-There are several cases for demonstration, two or three of which are only half cured, and I have brought the patients to show how little irritation is caused by the ointment, rubbed in for ten minutes twice a day. Dr. Victor Blake, who is in charge of the Portsmouth school clinic and who has tried the treatment, has also brought some cases of ringworm, and these he will describe to you himself.
Derrmatitis.-But the most striking results are seen in cases of dermatitis, erythematous, vesicular, papular, scaly, acute, chronic, some very extensive.
The results of the treatment are summarized in the following cases shown:
CaRe I.-This is the case of a young girl, aged 16, who, a month ago, developed acute vesicular dermatitis on the side of her face and neck. Now you can see only faint traces of past trouble. Her fresh complexion indicates how little injury is caused by the strong ointment.
Case II.-That of a young woman who two months ago suffered from very acute vesicular dermatitis over one side of her face and neck and over both arms and hands. In less than a week there was small trace of disease left. She suffered great pain on the first day of treatment, less on the second, still less on the third, and on the fourth she was without pain. This is a common experience.
Case III.-Patient, a man, is a baker. He had been under private treatment and as he was getting no relief he was advised to attend the hospital. A month ago he came to me with his forearms a mass of scabs. In a few days he had greatly improved. But when he was about to return to work he suddenly developed acute dermatitis of both legs below the knees-so acute that the legs became cedematous. That was a fortnight ago; but beyond some redness and roughness of the skin he has little trace of the trouble now.
Case IV.-Patient, a female, who had a papular vegetative dermatitis of the arms and hands for fourteen years. In a week she had not a trace of it.
Case V.-Patient, a female, had papular dermatitis of both forearms, and scaly dermatitis from the middle of her thighs to her ankles for eight years before she came to me about two months ago. She, too, now has hardly a trace of the trouble remaining. But unfortunately she shows great tendency to relapse when she discontinues the ointment.
Dr. VICTOR J. BLAKE said it was only within the last month or six weeks that he had tried the treatment, but in cases of acute dermatitis, eezema, &c., he had had one or two remarkable results. One was a child whom he had hoped to bring to the meeting; she was aged 6 years, and had had trouble since her second year. All kinds of treatment had been tried, but' four days after commencing Sir Archdall Reid's treatment the condition was well, and that was a month ago. In two other cases the eczema healed in two or three days. When the surface was raw, he felt some compunction about applying this strong treatment, but he did so, and in four days the condition had cleared up, and there had not been any recurrence. With regard to ringworm cases, he was somewhat of a sceptic. Having many ringworm cases to deal with, he had given up treating them by drugs, and bad relied upon X-rays. However, since using the method now under discussion he had had several cases in which there was very rapid improvement. He was never satisfied with a case of ringworm unless he could find the scalp free from infected hairs, and the microscope showing no spores; but in the cases they had submitted to this treatment there seemed microscopically to be a marked degeneration in the spores. A small child under his care was given the treatment a month ago, and its ringworm was now absolutely cured. Equal parts by weight of vaseline and salicylic acid were used, and the efficacy of the ointment thus compounded was very much greater than that of all the ointments which had been tried for ringworm.1 I Owing to the lateness of the hour no opportuinity was given to Members of the Section to discuss the cases shown.
